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INTERVIEWEE:  Mr.  James  Little 


INTERVIEWER:  Miss  Lynne  Stybr 

INTERVIEWER:  This  is  an  interview  with  James  Little  for  the  Joliet 
Junior  College  Oral  History  Program  by  Lynne  Stybr  at  Mr.  Little's 
home  in  Coal  City,  Illinois,  on  September  29,  1975,  at  3:45  p.m. 

LITTLE:  I  was  born  in  the  Diamond  August  6th,  1898,  and  lived  in  the 
Diamond  for  two  years  before  moving  to  Lorenzo,  Illinois,  where  we  lived 
for  three  years.  My  dad  went  farming.  He  farmed  with  his  uncle.  His 
uncle  liked  to  drink  beer  quite  a  bit  so  they  couldn't  get  along,  so  he 
quit  farming.  We  moved  back  to  Diamond  and  my  dad  went  to  work  in  the 
mines. 

STYBR:  Tell  me  about  your  parents'  background, 

LITTLE:  My  mother  was  born  in  Canada  and  my  dad  was  born  in  England. 
STYBR:  Did  he  come  over  here,  then?  How  did  he  meet  your  mother? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  I  don't  know. 

STYBR:  In  Chicago,  maybe? 

LITTLE:  I  don't  think  so.  He  must  have  met  her  right  here  in  Diamond. 

I  don't  know  that. 

STYBR:  Where  did  you  go  to  school? 

LITTLE:  I  went  to  Diamond  School  and  went  through  the  eighth  grade.  I 
worked  on  a  farm  for  fifty  cents  a  day  and  I  worked  there  every  vacation. 
Then,  when  I  quit  school,  I  worked  on  the  farm  and  put  up  hay,  and  baled 
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hay  for  seventy-five  cents  a  day.  When  I  first  started  on  the  farm,  I 
worked  for  Chris  Mulhall.  I  drove  horses,  plowing  and  disking;  and  I 
worked  there  for  a  while  for  fifteen  dollars  a  month. 

STYBR:  And  everything  was  pulled  by  horses? 

LITTLE:  Everything  was  pulled  by  horses.  And  I  had  to  get  up  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  go  out  and  feed  the  horses,  curry  the  horses, 
feed  the  hogs,  come  in  for  breakfast  at  six  o'clock,  and  then  we'd  go 
back  out  to  work  and  work  till  dinner  time.  Then  we'd  come  in  for  dinner, 
feed  the  horses,  then  we'd  work  till  about  six  o'clock.  Then  we'd  come 
in  and  wash  up  and  have  supper.  Then  we'd  go  out  and  feed  the  hogs  and 
clean  the  horses,  until  about  eight  o'clock  --  and  that  was  a  day. 

STYBR:  I'll  bet  you  were  tired,  then. 

LITTLE:  Oh,  I  didn't  feel  it  then.  /UughterV  I  worked  for  Frank 
Busytus  putting  up  hay.  I  run  the  hayrake  and  loader,  and  I  worked  for 
Frank  Busytus  on  the  baling  machine.  We  baled  hay,  and  the  bales 
weighed  about  125  pounds,  about  as  much  as  I  weighed.  /^Laughter/  And 
we  hauled  them  to  the  boxcar  down  here  on  the  Santa  Fe  siding,  and  we 
loaded  them  up  in  the  boxcar. 

STYBR:  Do  you  remember  who  had  a  tractor? 

LITTLE:  At  least  some  of  them  had  tractors,  but  ...  they  were  real  ex¬ 
pensive.  Old,  old-timers,  you  know,  a  way  back  and  when  I  first  started 
baling  hay,  we  used  a  team  of  horses  to  go  around  the  circle  pulling  the 
baler,  you  know,  and  to  bale  the  hay.  Then  we  got  a  baler  with  a  gaso¬ 
line  motor  on  it.  Then,  boy,  that  really  baled  hay! 
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STYBR:  What  did  you  do  after  the  farm? 

LITTLE:  When  I  was  about  sixteen  years  old,  about  1914,  I  worked  down  in 
the  clothing  factory.  I  run  a  sewing  machine;  that's  why  I  can  sew  now. 

STYBR:  That's  right  --  'cause  you're  pretty  good  at  it. 

LITTLE:  I  run  the  sewing  machine  for  two  years  and  a  half,  for  nine 
dollars  a  week. 

STYBR:  Could  you  sew  a  regular  suit  or  pants? 

LITTLE:  No,  no,  I  just  sewed  the  seam.  Just  the  outside  seam,  you  know, 
and  the  inside  seam.  That's  all.  That's  all  I  done.  That's  all  you 
had  to  do,  you  know,  just  one  job.  That's  how  it  was  done.  Then  I  quit 
that  and  went  on  the  railroad  and  worked  there  for  three  or  four  years, 

I'd  say.  I  worked  up  in  Chicago,  too,  at  18th  Street  switching;  and  we  had 
to  stay  in  the  --  we  had  to  stay  in  bunk  cars  up  there.  We  bunked  up 
there.  And  we  had  a  cook,  that  cooked  for  us.  We  used  to  go  up  to 
State  Street,  you  know  in  them  days,  and  sometime  we'd  ride  the  streetcar 
and  sometime  we'd  walk,  and  me  and  Johnny  Bono,  one  time,  we  were  walking 
and  there  was  a  dray  man  coming  along  with  a  wagon,  you  know,  and  we 
jumped  on  the  back  end  of  the  wagon  and  got  a  ride,  and  here  we  was  rid¬ 
ing  down  along  there,  and  pretty  soon  we  looked  down  on  the  sidewalk  over 
there  and  there  was  Shorty  Smith  walking  down  the  sidewalk. 

STYBR:  Somebody  you  knew?  From  Diamond? 

LITTLE:  -Yes.  And  we  hollered  at  him,  and  boy,  his  eyes  popped  out,  and 
he  couldn't  figure  out  who  the  dickens  that  was  on  the  wagon.  /^Laughter/ 
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STYBR:  Did  the  driver  ever  know  you  v;ere  on  his  wagon? 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  yeah.  He  didn't  bother  because  we  were  just  sitting  with 
our  legs  hanging  down  the  back,  you  know.  /Laughter/ 

STYBR:  You  got  to  see  Chicago,  then,  didn't  you? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  I  worked  up  there  for  a  year.  That  was  enough,  too! 
And  then  I  went  on  the  pipe  line,  and  I  worked  nine  hours  a  day  on  the 
pipe  line  for  fifty-five  cents  an  hour.  Then  from  the  pipe  line  I  went 
to  work  for  the  State,  putting  up  signs,  painting  signs,  for  fifty-five 
cents  an  hour.  And  then  I  left  that  job  and  I  wo'^ked  for  the  State  upon 
the  hard  road.  And  then  I  worked  there  so  long,  and  then  I  got  a  job 
down  at  Goose  Lake  at  the  clay  pit  for  forty  cents  an  hour  working  nine 
hours  a  day.  I  switched  down  there  and  run  a  dinky. 

STYBR:  What's  a  dinky? 

LITTLE:  A  little  locomotive,  a  little  switchie.  It  pulled  the  cars  with 
clay  in  them. 

STYBR:  Other  people  would  load  the  clay  in  and  you  would  pull  it? 

LITTLE:  Yes,  we'd  take  the  cars  into  the  shovel  and  the  engineer  at  the 
shovel,  he'd  load  the  cars  and  we'd  pull  them  back  out  again  and  we'd 
take  them  down  to  a  switch  down  below  and  hook  them  up  to  a  cable  and  a 
fellow  up  in  the  building  would  pull  them  up  into  the  building,  you  know, 
with  a  cable  and  dump  it  into  the  crusher.  And  they'd  crush  it  there,  and 
they  had  different  screens  for  different  grades  of  clay.  And  it  would  go 
in  the  bins  and  they'd  load  the  boxcars  out  of  the  bins. 


STYBR:  Now  what  ms  all  this  clay  used  for? 
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LITTLE:  This  clay  was  used  for  ...  Steel  mills  used  most  of  the  clay 
for  bonding  these  here  furnaces,  you  know,  where  they  melt  the  steel  and 
that,  and  some  of  the  clay  --  what  they  called  the  green  clay  --  was  used 
in  drilling.  Where  the  fellow  was  drilling,  he'd  put  the  clay  in  the  hole 
and  it  sealed  up  the  crevices  and  that,  and  it  kept  the  water  out  of  the 
hole,  you  know  --  for  oil  drilling.  And  I  worked  out  there  with  the 
drill,  too,  drilling  holes  in  the  clay  and  loading  it  with  dynamite  and 
shooting  the  clay,  you  know,  busting  it  up. 


STYBR: 

Weren't  you  scared?  I'd  be  afraid  of  dynamite. 

LITTLE: 

I  wasn't  afraid  of  nothing  in  them  days.  /Laughter/  It's 

all  right  to  be  afraid,  if  you're  afraid  of  it.  There's  no  use  in  monkey 
ing  around  with  it. 


STYBR: 

Did  you  work  at  the  clay  pit  the  longest? 

LITTLE: 

Oh,  yeah.  I  worked  in  the  clay  pit  from  1925  to  1964. 

STYBR: 

You  must've  liked  that  the  best. 

LITTLE: 

Yeah,  I  liked  the  job;  I  liked  the  job  pretty  good.  It  wasn't 

too  big  a  pay,  but  it  was  steady. 

STYBR:  Is  that  why  you  quit  those  other  jobs,  or  couldn't  keep  them, 
because  it  wasn't  steady  work? 

LITTLE:  Some  of  those  other  jobs  run  out,  you  know.  Jobs  get  finished 
and  you  go.  I  was  on  all  kinds  of  different  jobs. 

STYBR:  You  just  have  to  go  some  place  else  after  they  finish. 
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LITTLE:  Yeah.  If  you  didn't  go  on  the  railroad  or  the  pipe  line  -- 
the  only  other  place  around  here  at  that  time,  that  is  early,  you  know, 
was  down  in  the  mines.  And  my  dad  wouldn't  take  us  down  in  the  mines.  He 
wouldn't  take  any  of  us  down  in  the  mines.  He  said  one  in  the  family  is 
enough  down  in  the  mines. 

STYBR:  Did  he  tell  you  a  lot  about  the  mines,  working  there? 

LITTLE:  No,  not  too  much.  It  was  awful  wet,  like  rat  holes.  He'd  come 
home,  he'd  be  all  wet  and  they  didn't  have  no  change  rooms  or  anything  then. 
He'd  come  home  all  wet  in  the  wintertime.  He'd  come  home  and  he  drove  a 
horse  and  buggy  out  about  seven  miles  to  the  mine,  from  home  to  Diamond, 
and  in  the  wintertime  he'd  come  home  and  he'd  have  to  thaw  his  clothes 
out  before  he  could  get  them  off.  They'd  stand  up  by  themselves. 

STYBR:  Oh,  just  froze,  huh? 

LITTLE:  Yeah.  Froze  solid. 

STYBR:  Didn't  he  get  sick  very  much? 

LITTLE:  No,  no.  He  was  never  hardly  sick  in  his  life.  /TaughterZ 

STYBR:  That's  good!  Did  he  ever  have  any  really  bad  accidents? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  One  time  he  had  a  great  big  rock  fall  on  him.  I  guess 
it  weighed  about  a  half  a  ton.  It  caught  his  leg  and  broke  his  leg.  And 
he  was  out  of  work  for  about  six  months.  Boy,  it  was  hard  times  then. 

We  raised  chickens  and  a  couple  of  pigs,  you  know.  We  had  a  big  garden. 
That's  about  all  we  lived  on  when  he  was  off  work.  No  compensation  or 
nothing  then  when  you  was  off  work. 
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STYBR:  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  Diamond  mine  disaster  on 
February  16,  1883? 

LITTLE:  No;  I  wasn't  born  yet,  and  my  dad  was  still  farming,  but  there 
was  sixty-nine  men  and  boys  got  killed  that  day,  because  of  water  seep¬ 
ing  down  into  the  mine, so  quickly,  that  by  the  time  anyone  knew  of  the 
leaking  it  was  going  so  fast  that  some  couldn't  get  out  from  down  those 
shafts  in  time.  The  mine  was  actually  in  Braidwood,  but  there's  a  memor¬ 
ial  marker  on  the  site  where  the  lost  miners  ere  thought  to  have  been. 

STYBR:  Tell  me  about  your  brothers  and  sisters. 

LITTLE:  I  had  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  And  my  brother  passed  away 
and  one  of  my  sisters  passed  away,  too. 

STYBR:  Did  they  work,  too? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah,  my  brother,  he  worked  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
as  a  cable  splicer.  He  had  a  good  job. 

STYBR:  Is  he  older  then  you? 

LITTLE:  No.  Younger.  He  was  foreman.  Later  on  in  years,  before  he 
passed  away  ...  Well,  he  was  retired  when  he  passed  away.  He  liked  to 
travel.  He  didn't  like  to  stay  around  in  one  place  all  of  the  time.  But 
he  stayed  a  long  time  on  that  job,  because  he  liked  it.  He  used  to 
climb  the  poles,  you  know.  And  all  that. 

STYBR:  That's  good  that  he  liked  it.  How  about  your  sisters?  What  did 
they  do? 


LITTLE:  Well,  one  of  my  sisters,  she  didn't  do  very  much.  The  one  that 
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passed  away  --  Glen  Allen's  mother.  When  she  was  away  on  school  vaca- 
tion,  she'd  be  down  in  Gilespie,  Illinois,  or  some  place.  She  never  did 
hardly  bring  any  money  into  the  house.  I  shouldn't  be  talking  about  her 
like  that. 


STYBR:  She  just  wanted  to  have  a  good  time  instead  of  work? 


LITTLE:  Yeah,  and  my  other  sister.  Aunt  Jessie,  she  taught  school  in  -- 
Eureka  School  --  for  $65  a  month.  She  done  her  own  janitor  work,  and 
she  had  to  walk  about  three  miles  to  school  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

And  she  taught  about,  I  don't  know  how  many  kids  they  had  in  that  school, 
Around  fifty  or  sixty  kids.  And  she  taught  them  all,  from  first  grade 
till  eighth  grade,  you  know.  It  ain't  like  now.  You  don't  have  so  many 
kids;  you  just  teach  one  grade. 


STYBR:  Did  she  go  through  the  eighth  grade  herself,  or  did  she  need  more 
education  to  teach? 


LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah,  she  went  to  high  school.  She  went  to  high  school, 
and  then  every  summer  she'd  go  to  summer  school  down  in  Normal.  I'd 
take  her  down  there.  That's  after  she  was  teaching.  She  had  to  go 
down  there  every  summer  for  I  don't  know  how  long,  a  couple  of  weeks  or 
a  month  --  something  like  that.  That  was  tough  then,  boy. 

STYBR:  I'll  bet!  I'll  bet  it  was  hard  being  a  teacher. 

LITTLE:  Sure!  You  had  all  them  different  grades,  you  know,  to  teach. 
That  ain't  so  easy!  But  all  the  kids,  they  seemed  to  be  pretty  smart, 
passing  grades  you  know,  and  that,  passed  and  went  to  high  school. 


STYBR:  Do  you  remember  when  your  father  bought  his  first  car? 
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LITTLE: 

In  1919  we  bought  our  first  car. 

STYBR: 

What  kind  was  it? 

LITTLE: 

A  Model  "T". 

STYBR: 

Oh,  I  bet  that  was  exciting! 

LITTLE: 

Oh*  boy!  You  had  to  crank  it  --  no  self-starter  on  it.  You 

had  to  crank  it.  You'd  go  out  in  the  wintertime  and  no  heater.  Just  the 
side  curtains,  you  know,  and  the  isinglass  would  break  in  the  side  cur¬ 
tains,  you  know,  and  would  have  air  holes  all  over.  But  we  didn't  seem 
to  mind  it  much  then. 


STYBR: 

How  much  did  that  car  cost? 

LITTLE: 

Five  hundred  and  some  dollars.  /Uaughter/ 

STYBR: 

I  bet  that  seemed  like  a  lot  then,  though. 

LITTLE: 

Oh,  geez,  and  how!  /raughter/  Sure  five  hundred  and  some 

dollars  are  hard  to  come  by. 


STYBR: 

Did  you  have  it  for  a  long  time? 

LITTLE: 

No,  not  too  long.  We  had  it  in  1919,  and  we  got  another  one  in 

1924.  It  had  a  self-starter  on  it,  though,  boy.  That  was  a  nice  one. 
Then  we  had  that  one  until  1927,  and  then  we  got  a  1927  Ford  sedan,  two 
door  sedan. 

STYBR:  Wow! 


LITTLE:  /UnghterV  Gettin'  up  in  the  world.... 


Then  it  was  a  lemon, 


V 


•  u: 


*0  lUO  6f$r  nl  ;1JTT1J 


i<TM 


T"  f9boM‘.A  -^rjia: 


^  JftA3  ^£»d  I  ,r-'  .  Ht;YT2 


*  V- 


uo'f  .5r  no  i»9jifiJ2-'^fs2  on  il*  jloei^/r:  ,o»i  hsH^-uoT  I  v^od  *17 IJ 

OM  bi  ^  Yr>^li^»0  pp  b'ui»'l’  .^^  b&d 

^r, 

■  u>  -^bla  3fit  )l.'>9^d  hfuo^  tiO  hnfi  *’iPonj<  uoy  sUf? 

J’nb^b  **w  iua  liivo  fffe  c^«oi1  i?8  •♦mi.  bfuov<  bn^  v«*V,  -  4 


-;-  i' 


,n»rtt  ft‘u.7}  ff  0^ 


■v- 


r  ; 


"^otfir.i/iO\  ,nfif^ob  ^.fK)$  bnijr>$tPTu;ft  '•vr  * 

t  -X-  '  -..^ 


1  tT 


,nsitj  3ol  fi  oiM  I  >??^nT2 


i. 


^:0^  bf!i^  dVtl*  ‘\l!9^^v,ue3\’  fw^fi  brtfi 


t ; 

♦  yd  3inci;^''c.^  b’rfd  />ts 


Hmfd  gnof  6  Mo1  t^'SVfi.l  ijoy  b^’J 


.ar.' 


•P 


nf  i>no  't’iridons  doQ  sw  :fi5  ni  M  barl  dW  *pnp<  :^u  j  '■ 

.ino  d^fn  6  asw  b^/fT  .yod  eflQacHj  ,dr  »io  li  ^ 

•it 

••c^fit  b-»o^  5  !^w  n:‘nj  bn«  ,KS5}(  am?  jarU  b^if  o\4  nr^nT 

“  '  li; 

.iu'1^*^-'-  *iOcrb 

''JM 
..  -9.110 

!«jm 


s 


i 


1^'  =; 

t  i 


... 

.  '«*  ■; 


’  j 

's 


.1*< 


m 

.nofTijI  &  ?fiw  d>  ivJiiT  adl  nt’  qu  '^9:JdeuA7\  :3 JTT I J 


.  V. . .  jk;*lS£: 


14 


though.  I  had  a  lot  of  trouble  with  it,  and  I  traded  it  in  for  an  Essex, 
a  '27  Essex.  I  had  that  Essex  for  two  years,  and  I  traded  it  in  for  a 
'29  Essex.  Then  I  had  it  till  1935,  and  I  traded  it  in  for  a  Ford,  Ford 

V-8  sedan.  Then  I  kept  buying  Fords  ever  since. 

STYBR:  You've  got  a  Ford  now. 

LITTLE:  Yeah. 

STYBR:  You  are  such  a  good  fisherman.  Did  you  fish  all  your  life? 
LITTLE:  Yeah,  oh,  yeah. 

STYBR:  Then  you  just  kept  getting  more  tackle? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  I  got  a  box  full  of  tackle  —  I  don't  use  half  of 

it.  /Laugh  ter/* 

STYBR:  Was  there  a  good  place  to  go  fishing  in  Diamond? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  When  we  went  fishin'  when  I  was  a  kid,  all  we  used 
was  a  piece  of  willow  (limb),  store  string,  and  a  bent  pin  for  a  hook. 
/UaughterZ 

STYBR:  Did  you  catch  them,  too? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah,  sure.  Little  ones,  not  great  big  ones.  Boy!  We 
fished  the  canal,  and  we  fished  different  mine  ponds  down  there.  Then 
later  on  I  got  some  real  tackle,  you  know,  and  we  fished  the  river  all 
the  time,  the  Kankakee  River.  Boy,  we  got  some  nice  fish  out  of  there 
until  they  built  the  dam  down  there  and  it  raised  it  a  way  up,  you  know. 
And  then  they  spoiled  the  fishin'  down  there.  Sometimes  we  could  walk 
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across  that  Kankakee  River  and  not  get  your  shoes  wet,  from  one  stone  to 
another,  you  know. 


STYBR: 

The  water's  real  rough  there  now,  isn't  it? 

LITTLE: 

Not  now,  it  ain't. 

STYBR: 

Not  now? 

LITTLE: 

It's  too  high.  Too  much  water.  It  was  rough  before  when  it 

was  low.  Yeah,  ripples.  And  it  was  nice  fishin*.  When  we  was  kids, 
we  used  to  climb  up  the  piers  on  that  old  bridge,  you  know,  and  we 
played  chicken,  you  know.  We'd  run  up  that  there  end  of  them  piers, 
them  slanted  spans,  you  know.  We'd  go  up  there  like  monkeys,  and  then  we 
would  walk  on  top  of  that,  way  up  on  top  of  the  bridge,  about  75  feet 
down  to  the  water,  just  playing  chicken,  bluffin'  each  other.  /Chuckl^/ 
It's  a  wonder  some  of  us  never  got  killed.  /Taughter/ 


STYBR: 

Yeah,  good  thing. 

LITTLE: 

Now  you  can't  go  up  more'n  20  feet.  No!  Well,  you  could  go  up 

20  feet,  but  not  too  high  any  more. 


STYBR: 

No,  I  wouldn't  go  up  75  feet,  or  even  20  feet  now. 

LITTLE: 

About  that  wide  when  you  got  to  the  top  of  it.  (Hand  gesture) 

STYBR: 

About  a  foot  and  a  half? 

LITTLE: 

Yeah. 

STYBR: 

Gee!  Bet  it  made  you  dizzy  when  you  looked  down? 
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LITTLE:  No,  it  didn't  bother  me. 

STYBR:  Not  when  you  were  little,  huh? 

LITTLE:  It  never  bothered  me  a  bit. 

STYBR:  Oh,  boy!  You  really  lived  dangerously  back  then,  didn't  you? 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  yeah,  and  how!  Oh,  boy!  We  used  to  go  swimmin'  in  the 
mine  pits,  you  know,  and  we'd  be  divin'  off  an  old  mine  car  in  the 
water.  And  I  dived  one  time  and  I  hit  the  bottom  with  my  head  and  I 
seen  stars  underneath  the  water.  /UaughteF/ 

STYBR:  Good  thing  you  came  back  up,  huh? 

LITTLE:  It  wasn't  too  deep,  though  --  maybe  about  eight,  ten  feet  deep. 
STYBR:  That's  easy  to  do,  dive  straight  down  and  hit. 

LITTLE:  And  it  was  solid,  too. 

STYBR:  And,  Grandpa,  you  didn't  even  know  how  to  swim-  You  can't  even 
swim  to  this  day! 

LITTLE:  Oh,  but  I  didn't  want  to  tell  that! 

STYBR:  When  did  you  get  your  first  telephone? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  I  don't  know  what  year  we  got  the  first  telephone.  It  was 
““  oh,  a  long  time  ago.  It  was  one  of  them  ones,  one  of  them  box-type 
ones  that  hang  on  the  wall,  you  know.  You  had  to  crank  it  and  tell 
"Central"  what  number  you  wanted,  and  she'd  get  the  number  for  you. 
/Fhuckle/ 
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STYBR:  Was  that  after  you  v/ere  born  when  you  got  the  telephone? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  I  was  big  then.  We  didn't  get  a  telephone  till 
late  down  in  the  Diamond  down  there,  and  electric  lights  either.  We 
used  kerosene  lamps,  and  then  we  got  the  Coleman  gas  lamp  with  a  mantle, 
you  know.  And  boy,  they  were  something.  They  were  something  compared 
to  the  kerosene  lamps.  But,  then,  later  on  we  got  electricity  down  there. 
Oh,  when  I  was  small,  too,  my  mother  used  to  wash  on  a  machine  you  had  to 
turn  by  hand,  you  know  --  with  a  wheel  on  the  end  --  and  had  to  turn  it 
by  hand,  that  washing  machine.  And  every  Sunday, we  used  to  have  a  rain 
barrel  around  the  house,  you  know,  to  catch  the  rainwater  from  the 
house.  In  the  summertime  that  is  what  she  used  to  wash  the  clothes. 

And  then  in  the  wintertime  them  barrels  would  freeze  solid,  you  know,  and 
we  would  chop  all  the  ice  out  of  the  barrels  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  — 
that  was  our  job  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  wintertime.  And  fill  a 
couple  of  tubs,  and  she'd  take  'em  in  the  house  --  we  had  a  summer  kit¬ 
chen  --  and  she'd  take  them  in  there  with  the  stove,  you  know, and  melt 
all  the  ice  so  that  she  could  wash  clothes  the  next  morning.  And  when 
the  barrels  were  empty  with  ice,  there  was  a  pond  across  the  street 
from  us,  and  we  went  over  there  and  chopped  ice  and  filled  the  tubs. 
/Laughter/  Them  was  the  good  old  days,  you  know! 

STYBR:  When  you  really  worked  hard  --  wow! 

LITTLE:  They  said,  "Boy,  the  good  old  days,  yeah."  /laughter/  You 
didn't  know  no  different  than  you  know,  but  I  wouldn't  want  to  go  back 
to  them  now. 


STYBR:  No,  I  bet  it  was  really  hard. 
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LITTLE:  And  how!  And  we  had  to  carry  water  for  the  school ,  you  know  -- 
had  to  go  about  oh.  I'd  say  from  here  to  Art  Trotter's  house  to  the 
city  pump  with  a  bucket  and  carry  water  back  to  the  school  so  they  could 
drink. 

STYBR:  About  two  blocks,  huh? 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  yeah,  and  then  took  it  back  to  the  school  and  everybody 
drank  out  of  it.  They  used  the  same  dipper  and  everything,  you  know  — 
/Uughter/  and  the  same  bucket! 

STYBR:  They  didn't  care! 

LITTLE:  Nobody  died  from  it! 

STYBR:  That's  a  lot  of  good  stuff,  you  know,  if  you  think  back  and 
think  of  all  the  stuff  you  did,  though.  What  did  you  do  as  a  little 
kid,  when  you  were  teenagers?  What  did  you  do  to  have  fun?  You  didn't 
go  to  movies  or  anything,  did  you? 

LITTLE:  Teenagers  --  yeah,  we  went  to  movies.  They  had  movies  uptown 
here  in  Coal  City.  We  only  walked  about  two  and  a  half  miles  to  go  to 
a  movie,  and  uh,  it  was  five  cents. 

STYBR:  That's  all  right! 

LITTLE:  Five  cents,  and  we  got  two  cents  to  buy  some  candy.  /Laughter/ 
STYBR:  And  were  you  brats?  Did  you  throw  candy  and  everything? 

LITTLE:  Huh? 


STYBR:  Did  you  throw  candy  at  people  like  the  kids  do  now?  They  always 
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throw  jawbreakers  and  are  real  noisy.  You  probably  didn't. 

LITTLE:  Throw  jawbreakers!  We  were  lucky  to  get  them  to  eat,  so  we 
didn't  throw  them  away! 

STYBR:  Oh,  that  is  what  I  was  going  to  say  --  you  didn't  waste  any¬ 
thing. 

LITTLE:  No,  and  how  you  never  wasted  anything!  /phuckl^Z  No. 

STYBR:  Did  you  get  to  go  see  movies  very  often? 

LITTLE:  Well,  about  once  a  week. 

STYBR:  Oh,  that's  pretty  good. 

LITTLE:  Once  a  week. 

STYBR:  Save  your  nickles! 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  they  were  about  three  movie  houses  in  town  then.  All  a 
nickle.  /Chuckle/ 

STYBR:  Is  that  all  you  had  to  do,  though?  Like  if  you  wanted  to  go 
out  and  do  something... 

LITTLE:  When  we  were  small  kids,  if  we  wanted  to  go  sledding,  we  had  to 
make  our  own  sled  --  rode  a  bicycle  without  tires,  till  the  rims  wore 
off  the  wheels,  and  we  made  what  they  call  a  catnip.  It  was  a  piece  of 
two-by-two,  pointed  on  each  end.  It  had  numbers  on  each  side,  one  through 
four,  and  you  would  hit  it  on  one  of  the  pointed  ends  with  a  paddle  and 
then  it  would  fly  in  the  air,  and  they  you'd  hit  it  again.  Whatever 
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number  showed  up  would  be  the  number  of  points  you  got.  The  first  one 
to  get  so  many  points  was  the  winner.  I  don't  quite  remember  how  the 
dickens  that  worked  though.  We  made  them  --  we  made  pert  near  all  our 
own  games  to  play.  We  played  horseshoes.  Used  to  be  a  place  down  at 
the  Diamond  there  where  we'd  all  congregated  at  night  and  played  horse¬ 
shoes.  Sat  around  and  talked.  There  was  never  no  show  on  the  Diamond. 

The  old  mailman,  he  hauled  the  mail  from  Coal  City  down  there.  There 
was  a  Post  Office  down  at  the  Diamond.  The  Post  Office  and  store.  And 
this  old  man,  he  hauled  the  mail  with  a  horse  and  buggy  from  Coal  City 
down  to  the  Diamond,  the  Post  Office  in  Diamond. 

STYBR:  What  about  the  name  Diamond,  how'd  it  get  the  name? 

LITTLE:  The  name  Diamond?  It  got  the  name  of  Diamond  by  the  coal,  yeah, 
black  diamond,  that's  what  they  call  it,  black  diamond. 

STYBR:  Oh,  and  Coal  City  probably  got  its  name  the  same  way? 

LITTLE:  Same  way  --  from  the  coal,  yeah. 

STYBR:  Well,  how  many  people  lived  around  Coal  City  then?  The  popula¬ 

tion  of  Coal  City  is  now  3,000. 

LITTLE:  When  the  coal  mines  was  all  running,  there  was  a  lot  more  than 
that. 

STYBR:  Oh,  really! 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  Diamond  --  gee.  Diamond  alone  --  all  the  houses  all 
over  down  there  --  you  think  there's  a  lot  of  houses  down  there  now  -- 
them  new  houses.  But  there  was.  I'd  say,  three  times  as  many  houses 
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down  there  then  as  there  are  now,  but  they  weren't  houses  like  is  down 
there  now.  They  were  just  coal  miners'  shacks.  We  had  a  pretty  nice 
house.  Well,  you  know  where  it's  at  --  Diamond.  They're  remodeling  it 
now,  back  of  the  Steak  House  in  the  Diamond.  That  one  right  back  there. 
Yeah,  they're  remodeling  it  now. 

STYBR:  It  is  nice. 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  we  had  one  in  Braidwood,  but  some  of  them  people,  they 
lived  in  shacks,  you  know.  Well,  that's  the  way  with  coal  miners.  The 
mines  would  shut  down,  and  a  lot  of  them'd  move  over  to  Torino.  To  work 
in  the  mine  over  there. 

STYBR:  Where's  Torino? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  it  was  six  miles  south  of  here.  There's  nothin'  there 
now  strip  mine's  got  it  all  dug  up  now,  I  think.  My  dad,  he  worked 
in  a  mine  down  on  (Route)  113.  You  know  that  big  dump  way  down  on  113 
--  he  worked  in  that  mine,  too, -and  I  think  that's  about  the  last  mine 
he  worked  at.  Then  he  went  down  to  the  clay  pit  and  worked  --  worked 
there  until  he  retired. 

STYBR:  What  was  he  at  the  clay  pit,  just  a  worker? 


LITTLE:  Yeah.  Or  anything  there  was  to  be  done,  he  helped. 
STYBR:  Did  you  ever  have  any  accidents  at  the  clay  pit? 
LITTLE:  Who?  Me? 


/ 


STYBR:  Yeah,  I  had  an  accident.  That's  when  I  was  switching.  What  they 
called  the  1 ink-and-pin,  you  know,  where  you  hooked  the  cars  up.  There 


in.'jb  .  i*  e.’H  ^ ‘ iud  ivwn  D-tfi  ei^Ht  t&  nwb 

*g  -  '  "  ■.  .„' 

B>ifi  6  hftd  *>W  . 6rt^ t  *a^n!-(n  fsoD  laut  eisw  .^vofi 

-  *  * 
8:iK  «  d*t’V-'^T  ,t'f» ‘’fi^sl' 0  *6  ?*4r^3'i3?1w  v/onaj,  uo^  tfF^W  <,dvui^i 

slal'i  OfTO  5firlT  lU  osuoH  >ifi952  Jis*  jnso  ,wofi' 

.  ■  .  ''M 

f\  '  ‘  .^on  iir  o/tM  %>o<Aiji  ^;f*dY 


<*  *  * , 


v*> 


M  ’ 


-»-■  It  .■>«,■:■ 


.  Ay 


<  1 


.•’s  'r’l  ,93t,i  Jj  Jt  -Sl'Yrt 


fc'-'. 


'Vj 


j 


•eftjosq  *Vo  ^srt»oa  Jud  ,toowfcFBC  n^  eno  w  *rt':.ey  ’^D  J 

4*- 

•/ :t  ,^'1aa^.;a  f^oa  rfd’lv^  ''it  .TTsW  '.won)<  v‘Ux  bavtf^ 

■^-  '■  c*.’ 

*  ^ 

oT  .ortHcT  od  i^vo'^vofr  h'r^sitd  ^e...,ol  u ‘b<?e  *nwou  iwfi.i  br»/f.v< 

'  V* 

V  TI9V0  s  «  !»  L.;' 

■'s'J 


'JTi 


T Off  }■  foT  2  ’  V<  .  2 


<* ; 


'nrilton  aSisdT  .Q-^sd  rldMic  ?‘'rfc;s  /w  d^  ,{10  U^l.l 

•v  «  ' 

be'^’Tcw  ad  ,b6b\M  I  ^woii  qm  I  fs  i\  Jbp  mUir  qhU  -  woa 

C^f  nc  nwob  ^t6W  qmub  v/w?l  jcV  .EfT  (adt/.O^)  nio  rtwob  6  nf 

-  ,  .  ^ 

aa'rqr  t2<r  add  tuods  a'tedJ  ^fiHi  I  hns^-aoi  nr  9d  -* 

(  '  ■  5  ;  .  ■ , 

D9;inow  —  i?3/liow  bnfi  dtq  \6lo  ^dd  ot  rtwob  dfiaw  9ff*r*g4T  s'dA  «fl, 

i  ,  '■■•  - 

„  ■  .bs'y-j-sT  i9il  (birsu  C'lan  r 


;3 


'«.  *  V* 

•  1^'  • 


Tt3?l-w/f  6  t^rq  y.5l:3  twidt  d-3  6H  5f>w  d(s»i^i'  'SST^^ 

.  I'-'*'  ^ ^  ' 

.baqfswi  9d  Bd  od  26W  pnidr'<;f5  lO  .dej.  rti^TU 

•■'  — ir- 


*dfq  r.df*;  add  d«  ^tn^biaDa  xn’tt  ^Vad  la’/e  ufd 


V- 

s  ’I 

'i^.'r  kI' 


‘9^’ 


r  ^ 


'.  ••M  ^oilW  ..;3JTriJ 


H 

fjTadt 


.Bnhladfwa  c/«w  nod.^  a’dedf  ^osbraae  na  .l>^ri  I  .rta^Y  .v^i3VTH 
*q{i  a^fa  artt  aat  9  isdVf  t^mA  »:oy  ♦nFq-bffi6-»)(nbr  baffao 


i'»-. 


rsJ 


iL 


j-i. 


■  '“.  '  ,^ 
,  ■■■»,  •  '> 

yis  ,..' 

1.^ 


'i!i 


22 


was  a  link  and  you  dropped  a  pin  down  through  it.  And  I  used  to  hold 
the  link  up  with  a  stick  all  the  time,  you  know;  and,  I  got  too  good  at 
it,  you  know,  and  I  started  using  my  hand  —  just  my  bare  hand.  I.  got 
along  quite  a  while  with  it  that  way,  but  I  got  it  one  time,  and  that's 
how  I  lost  that  firiger.  /£huckl^/  Crippled  this  other  one,  and  split 
my  hand  open  here. 

STYBR:  I  remember  you  used  to  tell  us  some  of  those  things.  You  can 
never  be  too  careful,  can  you?  But  you  didn't  know. 

LITTLE:  I  got  too  smart,  you  know.  I  could  do  it  without  the  stick. 
/Laughter/  You  always  get  it  when  you  get  that  way,  you  know.  Careless. 

STYBR:  How  about  anybody  else?  Can  you  remember  any  really  bad  things 
that  happened  out  there? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  yeah.  Eddie  Chada's  brother  got  killed  out  there,  Johnny. 
STYBR:  What  happened? 

LITTLE:  Well,  he  was  carrying  coal  to  the  steam  shovel.  He  was  walking 
underneath  the  crane,  the  boom,  and  as  he  was  walking  in,  the  dipper 
stick,  it  goes  out  and  then  down,  you  know  and  gets  the  clay.  It  shot  out 
and  the  safety  bolts  busted  on  top  and  it  went  right  straight  through. 

And  he  was  just  walking  underneath,  and  he  got  it  right  in  the  head. 

Killed  him  right  now. 

STYBR:  Oh,  gosh! 

LITTLE:  Then  I  got  his  job  after  —  I  got  that  job  after.  But  I  stayed 


away  from  underneath  that  crane. 
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STYBR:  Oh,  I  would,  too.  Gosh!  Well,  when  did  you  build  this  house. 
Grandpa? 

LITTLE:  Well,  we  built  it  in  1950. 

STYBR:  Did  you  build  this  all  by  yourself? 

LITTLE:  Oh,  no,  I  didn't  build  nothin'.  We  painted,  that's  all. 

STYBR:  I  thought  you  built  it,  because  you  could  build  about  anything. 

LITTLE:  Oh,  I  wouldn't  tackle  a  thing  like  that,  though.  It's  too  much, 

too  much  of  a  job.  For  one  small  job  --  yeah  --  but  not  a  job  like  that. 

STYBR:  Was  Grandma  from  Diamond? 

LITTLE:  No,  she  lived  right  here  in  an  old  house.  That  old  house  used 
to  be  right  here,  that  we  lived  in  first.  Yeah,  we  lived  in  that  house 
there,  for,  oh,  quite  a  while.  Then  we  built  this  one,  and  we  sold  the 
old  house.  It's  down  the  street  down  here  a  little  ways.  Koerner 
bought  it.  He  fixed  it  up  pretty  good,  too.  We  got  a  thousand  dollars 
for  it. 

STYBR:  It  would  probably  be  worth  ten  times  that  much  now. 

LITTLE:  It  wasn't  worth  much  more  than  that  when  he  had  to  move  it,  you 
know.  If  you  didn't  have  to  move  it,  yeah,  we  could've  gotten  more  money 
for  it.  But  as  it  was,  there  wasn't  enough  room  here  for  the  two  houses. 

It  was  still  there  when  this  one  was  built,  but,  shucks,  it  was  right  up 

against  back  there.  They  moved  it  out. 


STYBR:  And  then  you  used  to  have  chickens,  didn't  you,  out  right  here? 
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LITTLE:  Chickens,  when  I  first  got  married. 

STYBR:  And  what  else? 

LITTLE:  We  had  a  cat,  and  we  had  a  dog,  and  I  had  pheasants  I  raised 
pheasants,  quail,  pigeons,  rabbits,  and  --  chickens. 

STYBR:  Did  you  sell  them  all  or  did  you  eat  them  yourself? 

LITTLE:  Sold  eggs,  that's  all.  Not  the  pigeons,  or  that  --  never  sold 
them  --  just  raised  them  for  the  fun  of  it.  Give  them  away,  you  know. 

Like  I  do  with  everything  else.  /Chuckle/ 

STYBR:  Yeah,  you  sure  do. 

LITTLE:  When  we  lived  in  the  Diamond,  we  used  to  raise  pigeons,  too. 

And  you  used  to  be  allowed  at  shooting  matches,  you  know,  to  shoot  and 
buy  pigeons.  They'd  take  them  over  there  to  the  shooting  match  and  turn 
them  loose,  and  they'd  shoot  at  them  you  know.  So  I  used  to  sell  them  — 
sell  them  to  'em,  yeah.  I  betc-ha  I  had  pigeons  down  there  that  I  sold 
to  them  a  dozen  times.  They'd  always  come  home  when  they  missed  them, 
you  know.  They'd  come  right  home,  because  I  guess  they  thought  they 
could  stay  here  a  little  while. 

STYBR:  /Taughter/  And  so  you'd  sell  the  same  ones  ten  times? 

LITTLE:  So  I'd  sell  the  same  ones  over  and  over.  /Uughter/  Some 
would  come  home  crippled,  you  know,  and  we'd  just  get  them  and  kill 
them,  you  know,  and  cook  'em.  And  they  were  good.  Doc  Johnson,  he  used 
to  be  in  town  here.  He  used  to  buy  up  all  what  you  call  squabs,  you  know, 
that's  young  pigeons,  the  little  bitty  ones.  They  ain't  got  hardly  any 
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feathers.  He  used  to  buy  all  I  could  raise.  Twenty-five  cents  a  pair, 
for  two.  /Chuckl£/ 

STYBR:  What  would  he  do,  just  raise  them,  then? 

LITTLE:  Eat  'em. 

STYBR:  Oh,  eat  the  little  ones? 

LITTLE:  Sure.  Oh,  he  liked  them.  A  lot  of  people  ate  them.  You  go  buy 
squab  --  I  don't  know  about  now  --  if  they  still  sell  them  --  but  I  know 
if  you  used  to  go  buy  them,  boy,  they  were  expensive  in  restaurants  and 
that.  Squabs. 

STYBR:  A  real  delicacy,  huh? 

LITTLE:  Sure.  Same  as  quail  right  now.  You  can  get  quail  on  toast, 
you  know,  boy,  you  pay  for  that,  too!  They're  good,  though,  too,  quail. 
Pheasant  —  did  you  eat  pheasant? 

STYBR:  Yeah,  I  did.  For  Christmas  one  time. 

LITTLE:  They're  all  right.  Pheasant's  all  right,  too. 

STYBR:  Now,  on  to  something  else  --  Arethereany  little  things  you  used 
to  do?  Did  you  ever  get  in  any  trouble  for  anything? 

LITTLE:  Naw,  naw.  As  far  as  I  got  in  trouble,  if  I  mind,  it  was  for 
smoking  or  something  like  that,  you  know.  You'd  get  a  beatin'  for  it. 
That's  about  the  only  trouble  we  ever  got  in. 

STYBR:  Did  you  roll  your  own  cigarettes? 
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LITTLE:  One  time  we  was  smokin'  Dad's  pipe.  And  we'd  roll  cigarettes  out 
of  corn  silks  and  smoke  that. 

STYBR:  Oh,  I  heard  about  doing  that  --  yeah. 

LITTLE:  But  that  was  all  right.  Our  mother  never  did  find  out  about 
that.  But  once  v^e  smoked  our  Dad's  pipe,  me  and  my  brother  and  another 
kid.  The  other  kid  wouldn't  smoke,  he  wouldn't  smoke,  and  he  went  and 
squealed  on  us,  and  boy,  we  got  it.  /Laughter/ 

STYBR:  Oh!  --  If  it  wasn't  for  him! 

LITTLE:  My  mother  was  sick  in  bed  then,  and  she  called  us  into  the  bed¬ 
room,  and  she  said, "Now,  you  go  get  the  strap."  She  used  to  whip  us  with 
a  strap  all  the  time,  the  razor  strap  —  And  we  went  out  there  and  got 
the  strap.  And  we'd  go  in  there  and  take  our  shirt  off  and  get  down  in 
front  of  her  ,  you  know,  like  that,  and  she'd  hit  us  on  the  back.  Yeah. 

STYBR:  You  didn't  have  to  get  the  strap,  either,  because  she  was  in  bed; 
you  could've  just  ran  away. 

LITTLE:  I  know  it!  But  my  brother,  too,  got  it!  The. same  way.  Sure 
/Laughter/  That's  how  much  we  obeyed  her,  you  know.  Boy,  I  think  now 
how  foolish  we  was!  Boy,  she'd  leave  welts  on  your  back  too.  And  I 
don't  remember  my  Dad  hittin'  us  once.  But  my  mother  took  care  of  that 
/Thuckle/ 

STYBR:  You  said  your  Dad  came  from  England.  What  did  he  do  over  in 
England? 


LITTLE:  I  don't  know,  I  don't  know.  I  don't  know  if  he  come  over  here 
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as  a  young  boy  or  when  he  come  over. 

STYBR:  Maybe  he  just  came  over  to  work  --  to  see  America  like  every¬ 
body  else. 

LITTLE:  I  think  so,  yeah.  Same  as  my  mother.  Tiiey  come  down  from 
Canada,  down  here.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  and  they  moved  to  the 
Diamond.  And  my  uncle,  he  run  the  Diamond  Store  down  there  in  Diamond. 

It  was  a  company  store;  the  mine  owned  it.  And  he  run  that  for  a 
while.  And  when  they  moved  from  the  Diamond,  and  moved  to  Alabama,  we 
moved  over  into  the  house  that  they  left,  you  know.  We  lived  right  next 
to  that  house  before  they  moved.  It  was  a  better  house,  so  we  moved  into 
that  house,  but  they  went  down  to  Alabama. 

STYBR:  What  was  down  in  Alabama? 

LITTLE:  There  was  mines  down  there,  steel  mills,  mines;  but  my  uncle, 
he  run  a  store  down  there,  too,  a  grocery  store,  and  then  later  on  he 
sold  Fords  --  a  Ford  salesman.  ' 

STYBR:  It  sounds  like  he  did  pretty  good. 

LITTLE:  One  of  my  cousins  down  there,  he  was  a  mine  superintendent.  And 
the  other  one,  he  was  in  the  truckin'  business.  Truckin',  you  know.  We 
drove  down  there  one  time,  and  your  mama  was  just  about  five  years  old,  I 
think.  I  don't  think  she  was  goin'  to  school  yet.  And  we  drove  down 
there,  down  to  Birmingham.  But  one  of  them  lived  just  north  of  Birmingham, 
and  the  other  one  lived  in  a  mining  town  they  called  Townley,  Alabama. 

And  you  had  to  go  through  the  mountains,  you  know.  They  ain't  mountains; 
they  was  big  hills,  you  know.  But  the  roadway  through  the  mountains  is 
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just  so  wide  --  enough  for  one  car.  They  had  places  every  so  far,  if  you 
met  a  car,  you  could  pull  off  to  the  side,  you  know.  We  got  lost  when  we 
was  down  there,  and  we  stopped  at  one  old  store  down  the  hill  to  there, 
and  there  was  a  bunch  of  guys  sittin'  out  in  front  there.  We  stopped  to 
ask  them  how  to  get  over  to  Bankhead  Highway;  that  was  the  highway  we 
was  lookin'  for,  you  know  --  Bankhead  Highway.  And  he  says,  "You  all  go 
down  to  Potter's  Corner  and  turn  left."  I  said,  "Where's  Potter's 
Corner?  I  don't  know  nothin'  about  Potter's  Corner."  /Taughte^ 

STYBR:  They  just  expected  you  to  know,  huh? 

LITTLE:  (nodded)  "Just  go  down,"  he  says,  "and  you'll  see  a  store  down 
there,  and  just  turn  to  the  left  down  there  and  it'll  take  you  over  to 
Bankhead  Highway."  And  it  did,  too.  And  when  we  was  down  near  Townley, 
Joan,  your  mama,  she  was  playin'  out  in  the  log  pile  out  there  --  wood 
cut  up  for  the  fireplace,  you  know  --  and  boy!  did  she  get  covered  with 
ants  --  big,  black  ants.  All  over  her.  Her  ma  had  to  take  her  in  and 
take  her  clothes  all  off,  you  know,  and  wash  her  and  get  all  the  ants  off 
of  her,  and  boy  .... 

STYBR:  I'll  bet  that  wasn't  very  funny,  getting  ants  on  her. 

LITTLE:  Oh,  geez,  no! 

STYBR:  Well,  Grandpa,  do  you  remember  World  War  I?  Do  you  remember  how 
bad  that  was? 

LITTLE:  No,  I  don't  remember  very  much. 


STYBR:  You  were  still  kind  of  young,  weren't  you? 
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LITTLE:  I  was  eighteen.  I  was  about  ready  to  go.  I  was  examined  and 
everything  to  go. 

STYBR:  Oh.  Why  didn't  you  go? 

LITTLE:  It  was  called  off.  I  was  examined  in  July  or  August,  now,  and 
the  Armistice  was  signed  in  November. 

STYBR:  Oh _  Boy!  That  was  pretty  lucky. 

LITTLE:  So  I  wasn't  called.  They  told  me  over  there  when  they  examined 
me  --  they  said,  "You  won't  have  to  go,"  he  says.  "Why?"  "It'll  be  over 
before  you  have  to  go."  Well,  it  was,  too. 

STYBR:  Isn't  that  something!  I'll  bet  you  were  glad,  huh? 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  I  was  glad;  and  still,  I'd  have  liked  to  have  v/ent,  too, 
you  know. 

STYBR:  Yeah.  Just  to  know  what  it'd  be  like. 

LITTLE:  Maybe  I  wouldn't  be  here  today,  but  just  to  see  what  it  would  be 

like.... 

STYBR:  But  were  there  very  hard  times  over  here  when  the  war  was  going 
on?  You  probably  didn't  realize  that  much  ... 

LITTLE:  You  couldn't  get  sugar;  you  couldn't  hardly  get  gas  and  all 
that.  And  they  was  savin'  it  all  for  the  military,  you  know.  But  we 
got  by;  everybody  else  got  by,  too. 


STYBR:  Did  any  of  your  friends  go  over  there  --  to  the  war? 
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LITTLE:  Yeah,  oh,  yeah.  Older  ones  it'd  be,  you  know.  And  there  was 
younger  ones,  too,  that  enlisted.  But  I  wasn't  about  to  go  and  enlist. 
/Chuckle/ 

STYBR:  What  did  the  older  ones  have  to  say?  Did  they  ever  tell  you 
stories? 

LITTLE:  Some  of  them  never  come  back.  No,  they  wouldn't  talk  much 
about  it.  It  was  too  bad  over  there;  they  just  v/anted  to  forget  it, 
that's  all . 

STYBR:  I'll  bet.  So  glad  to  be  back,  they  didn't  want  to  remember  it. 

LITTLE:  They  wanted  to  forget.  Oh,  once  in  a  while,  they'd  be  a  guy, 
you  know,  a  blabber-mouth  --  he'd  like  to  tell  a  lot,  even  if  he  didn't 
do  it,  you  know. 

STYBR:  Acting  like  a  hero? 

LITTLE:  Yeah,  yeah. 

STYBR:  Do  you  think  that  is  all  you  have  to  say,  or  can  you  remember 
anything  else? 

LITTLE:  I  don't  know  what  else  to  say  now. 

STYBR:  You  really  said  a  lot.  You  know  you  covered  a  lot  of  stuff. 


Thank  you  very  much.  Grandpa,  you've  helped  us  a  lot. 
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accidents,  21 
Alabama,  27 
ants,  28 
Armistice,  29 

baling  machine,  6 
Bankhead  Highway,  28 
bicycle,  19 
Birmingham,  27 
birth  date,  5 
black  diamond,  20 
Bono,  Johnny,  7 
boom,  22 

Braidwood,  11,  24 
bridge,  15 
brother,  11,  26 
Dasytus,  Frank,  6 

cable  splicer,  11 
Canada,  5,  27 
canal,  14 
candy,  18 
car,  first,  13 
cat,  23 
catnip,  19 
"Central,"  16 
Chada,  Eddie,  22 
Chada,  Johnny,  22 
Chicago,  5,  7,  8 
Chickens,  10,  23 
cigarettes,  25 
city  pump,  18 
clay  pits, 8,  9,  21 
clothing  factory,  7 
Coal  City,  18,  20 
coal  mines,  20 
coal  miners,  21 
Coleman  gas  lamp,  17 
company  store,  27 
crane,  22 

daughter,  Joan,  28 
Diamond,  5,7,10,11,14,17, 
20,21,23,24,27 
Diamond  School,  5 
dinky,  8 
dipper,  18 
dipper  stick,  22 
disking,  6 
dog,  23 
dynamite,  9 


electric  lights,  17 
England,  5,  26 
Eureka  Cshool ,  1 2 
Essex,  car,  14 

farming,  5,  6,  11 
fishing,  14 
Ford,  Model  "T",  13 
Ford  salesman,  27 
Ford,  V-8  sedan,  13 

Gilespie,  IL  12 
Glen  Allen,  nephew,  12 
Goose  Lake,  8 
Grandma  Little,  23 
green  clay,  9 
grocery  store,  27 

hard  road,  8 
hay,  5 
hayrake,  6 
hogs,  6 
horses,  6 
horseshoes,  20 

jawbreakers,  19 
Jessie,  Aunt,  12 
Johnson,  Doc,  24 

Kankakee  River,  14,  15 
kerosene  lamps,  17 
Koerner,  Mr.,  23 

Lorenzo,  5 
loader,  6 

mailman,  20 
memorial  marker,  11 
(Diamond  disaster) 
mining,  5,  10,  27 
mine  pits,  16 
mine  superintendent,  27 
movies,  18,  20 
Mulhall,  Chris,  6 

Normal,  IL  12 

parents,  5,  10,  11,  21,  26 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  11 
pheasants,  24,  25 
pigeons,  24 
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pigs,  10 

State  (of  IL),  8 

pipe,  Dad's,  26 

State  Street  (Chicago),  7 

pipeline,  8,  10 

Steak  House,  21 

plow,  6 

steam  shovel,  22 

pond(s),  14,  17 

steel  mills,  9,  27 

Post  Office,  20 

streetcar,  7 

Potter's  Corner,  28 

quail,  24,  25 

summer  kitchen,  17 
swimming,  16 

teacher,  12 

rabbits,  24 

telephone,  first,  16 

railroad,  7,  10 

teenagers,  18 

rainbarrel,  17 

Torino,  21 

rainwater,  17 

Townley,  Alabama,  27,  28 

Route  113,  21 

Santa  Fe,  6 

tractor,  6 

Trotter,  Art,  18 

sewing  machines,  7 
school,  18 

uncle,  5,  27 

shacks,  21 

wagon,  7 

shooting  matches,  24 

washing  machine,  17 

sister(s),  11 

water,  18 

sledding,  19 

water  bucket,  18 

Smith,  Shorty,  7 
squabs,  24,  25 

World  War  I,  28 

. 1 opfio 


ooH 

;^^,933 

.’Orf;> 

finCb^: 

:  1  f.T 

,  f  1 

-  . .. 

i.jrttrj'J 

,y 

!  ^-j  i  'j  ^ 

>  -1 

i  ;  ' 

'  ( 

.'  »boT 

rX 

ii '  ■  .‘/^T 

1  »"> 

.  . :  j 

t*? 


rtf  'jW 

Xr  -'i' 

.  .•g^64 

,'^f  , ;  ^  bod 

^  .1  \  d-'i  '’:  i 


'■.  V  '  ■ .  t? 
.  :■ 
ir  ■ 

h  , '  -  .  ‘  ’’ 

•/ 


^  'a  ^  •  !  r 


0  . 


-i  f  i  ,(»)li 

,'v  ■  •«■'  .rau 

■■  t  .1 

'  K  .  .  »■ 

-  .  - .  ^■ 

/ 


,11 


■** 

3 

(  ■  3 

I 


j 


- 1 


ni 


^ 


f 


:\ 


s 


